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[[note: left side covered by white label: 6441]]
[[text-

[[text: Crown Copyright Reserve]]
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[[image – black stamp: FIELD POSTAL
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[[Envelope Header: ACTIVE SERVICE]]

[[text: This envelope must not be used for
coin or valuables. It cannot be accepted
for registration.]]
[[text:

[[text: [Several letters may be forwarded in [[torn edge]]
Cover, but these must be all from the
writer. The Cover should be addressed in
case to the Base censor.] ]]

NOTE:-Correspondence in this envelope need
not be censored Regimentally. The
contents are liable to examination at the
Base.
The following Certificate must be
signed by the writer: -I certify on my honour that the contents of this envelope refer to nothing
but personal and family matters.
Signature

Name only]]

Wesley F Diedrich

[[text: Address: --]]

MrS. N. Diedrich
108 Glenwood
Joliet Ill.
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[[image- inverted red
Triangle; American YMCA insignia]]

[[text: ON ACTIVE SERVICE
WITH THE

AMERICAN EXPEDITIONARY FORCES]]

July 5, [[text: 191]] 8
Dear Folks:Received your most welcome
letter dated June 10 & hasten to reply.
It is the first letter received from
you addressed A.E.F. & trust they
will come regularly henceforth.
I see by the clipping you sent
that I am becoming quite famous
by absenting myself from the old
burgh. In fact I think I look quite
hard boiled in the picture.
I am quite well with the
exception of a slight cold which
is to be expected over here, as
the climate doesn’t correspond
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with the sunny France you
read about.
I was on guard last night
4th & I think I saw the prettiest
Fourth of July celebration that
I have ever seen in my life. The
guns were flashing at the front
& the star shells & shrapnel bursting
in the air with red lights &
flares burning as far as the
eye could reach. The noise also
was terrific.
I have all sorts of souvenirs
here which I would like to send
home, but we are only permitted
to send certain things. I have
a collection of swords, pistols,
helmets, gas masks & enough
buttons & badges to start
a curious shop. I will keep
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the small articles & bring them
back with me, but the larger
things I will have to scrap
as they would be too much to
carry around.
No further news. I will
close with love
Wes
Write often.

